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APPENDIX L
MAJOR ACCIDENT PROCEDURES AND REPORTS

L-1. General
A major accident may include an airplane crash.
train or bus wreck, tank accident. ship sinking, fire,
or explosion. This appendix designates Army
responsibility for carrying out multiple search and
recovery operations, outlines procedures followed at
the scene of a major accident, and gives examples of
after-action reports.
L-2. Responsibilities
The military installation nearest the scene of a major
accident, which has the necessary facilities and
personnel, takes immediate action to recover.
identify, and, unless requested to the contrary by
the parent service, prepare the remains. When a
common carrier is involved, the local civil authorities
initiate the action; however, military authorities
offer to help and cooperate with civil authorities.

When the accident involves military aircraft or a
Government carrier, the responsible military installation coordinates closely with the services whose
personnel are involved. The commander of the
responsible installation immediately dispatches a
recovery team consisting of an officer in charge and
those enlisted personnel needed to reconnoiter the
accident site. The officer in charge obtains, if
possible, a list of the persons involved (passenger
list. company roster, or other list): determines the
need for supplies. personnel, and equipment: and
arranges for transportation to the site. Figure L-1
illustrates a sample passenger list. If appropriate, he
warns all persons in the area against disturbing the
site until his personnel arrive. Military or other
police may be required to protect the site against
pilfering.
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L-3. Procedure at the Scene of the Accident
The procedure used in multiple recovery and removal
of remains at the scene of an accident is a major
factor in the final separation and identification of the
casualties. This is particularly true when the remains
are dismembered. Since no two disasters present the
same problems, a rigid procedure cannot be
established. Recovery and removal should,
therefore, be accomplished in such a manner that all
clues of identity are retained. The officer in charge
exercises his best judgment by improvising methods
whenever necessary and by preparing a complete
report of all activities undertaken. The position of
the remains and effects in relation to the scene is a
most important clue. Therefore, the officer in charge
accompanied by a draftsman surveys the immediate
area of the accident and prepares a detailed sketch
containing all obvious features of the terrain and
parts of the wreckage (fig L-2). After completing this
sketch, the officer orders a systematic search to
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locate all remains and personal effects. Search and
recovery operations should not be started in
darkness if avoidable. The area of search must
extend beyond the immediate disaster area to locate
everything thrown clear of the immediate wreckage.
All remains and effects discovered are plotted on the
sketch in their relative positions by a team consisting of a clerk and the draftsman. Each plotted
position is designated by a symbol and a number or
letter. A remains is symbolized by an X and a search
and recovery (S&R) number. Personal effects that
cannot immediately be identified with a remains are
symbolized by an 0 and an S&R letter. A
photographer makes pictures where necessary to
support the sketch. No remains, portions thereof, or
effects should be removed until its position is
plotted. When the position of a given remains has
been plotted, a medical NCO prepares DD Form
1380 (US Field Medical Card) and fastens the card to
the remains.
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a. Tagging the Remains. A remains is placed in a
human remains pouch, securely wrapped in a shelter
half, mattress cover, or blanket and tagged with the
plotted S&R number before being removed from the
site. Sometimes the S&R number is written on the
end of the DD Form 1380. The S&R number is
retained as the temporary designation of the remains
until final identification is established. Each
grouping of commingled remains is placed in a
separate human remains pouch and tagged with an
individual S&R number. Dismembered portions of
remains are not assigned an S&R number but are
tagged with information indicating their position
relative to numbered remains. Tags fastened to
remains or portions of remains removed from a
vehicle should contain information indicating the
location of the remains in the vehicle.
b. Preserving Personal Effects. Personal effects
and other identifying media must not be separated
from the remains at the accident site. These items
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are sealed in an effects tab and kept with the remains
to which they belong. Effects bags are tagged with
the S&R number of the remains upon which the
effects were found. Great care must be exercised to
insure that the S&R number for a remains and his
personal effects correspond.
L-4. After-Action Reports
After completing search and recovery operations,
the officer in charge prepares DD Form 567 (Record
of Recovery of Remains) and a summary of recovery
activities.
a. DD Form 567. In the case of multiple remains,
one DD Form 567 may be used to record the entire
operation (fig L-3 ). This form requires detailed
information concerning the location of the accident
site. Such information is obtained from a map (fig L4). Later, during processing, an individual DD Form
567 is completed for each remains.
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b. Summary of Recovery Activities. The officer
in charge of the recovery team prepares a report of
the recovery activities carried out by his team.
Figure L-5 contains a sample report.
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